RELIGION AND THE STATE
always marked by the fairness and lack of bias
which are to be expected of eminent historians.
At the same time, it must be admitted that the
above quotation contains much truth ; so much,
indeed, that the Young Turks, who have already
admitted it in principle, would do well to honour
it in practice. Turkey is the last hope of autono-
mous Islam. Persia, only recovering from the
throes of revolution, is wedged, like Afghanistan,
between two Powers with their own interests to
serve. Morocco, though declared independent
at Algeciras, is torn by rival factions, the ex-
chequer empty, the nation ignorant of such a word
as patriotism. Turkey alone remains. If her Con-
stitution falls, Islam must fall politically as well.
Already, it is fallen low enough, Numeri-
cally, it is not to be denied, Mohammedans are
stronger than at any period in their history.
Thanks to some unexplained glamour, which is
lacking in some other creeds " harsh and bitter
as their skies," Islam always makes fresh
converts. It dominates races ranging from Java
to Morocco. It flourishes amid the snows of
Siberia and amid the mangroves of Ceylon.
Politically, however, compared with what it was
in the past, it has almost ceased to count. Of
all the Moslem States in existence, two only,
Turkey and Persia (together numbering a
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